482                               LECTURE XIV.
exoterics. The Lord's Supper more particularly, was often spoken of as a great mystery, but though it was called a mystery, it was not a secret in the ordinary sense. Clement denies expressly that the Church possesses any secret doctrines (St^a^a? &\\as aTrop-prjrovs1}, though, no doubt, he too would have held that what is sacred must not be given to dogs. What may be called the highest mystery is at the same time the highest truth, whether in Christianity or in Neo-Platonism, namely the Hvaxns or fcXcoo-t?, the perfect union with God. Thus Macarius (c. 330) says in his Homilies (xiv. 3): e If a man surrender his hidden being, that is his spirit and his thoughts, to God, occupied with nothing else, and moved by nothing else, but restraining himself, then the Lord holds him worthy of the mysteries in much holiness and purity, nay, He offers Himself to him as divine bread and spiritual drink.'
It is this so-called mystery which forms the highest object of the teaching of Dionysius the Areopagite. He also admits certain stages, as preliminary to the highest mystery. They are the same as those of the Neo-Platonists, beginning with KaOapo-is, purification, and ending with 0eWt$ and HMO-IS, that is, deification, union with God, or change into God2. We shall now understand better why he calls that union mystic and his theology mystic theology.
Mystic and Scholastic Theology.
It seems to me that it was the satisfaction which Dionysius gave to this yearning of the human heart
1  Bigg, pp. 57, 140.
2  We want a word like the German Vergottung, which is as different from Vergottening as 6 tuff is is from dTrofleWi?.